Parameters of tooth mobility in cases of normal function and functional disorders of the masticatory system.
Tooth mobility was measured mechano-electronically with the aid of quasi-static and dynamic methods in 309 patients comprising 2650 teeth being periodontally healthy. Besides, clinical and roentgenographic findings were ascertained to relate functional features to each periodontium. In general the result was that teeth loaded excessively show increased mobility parameters compared to those loaded normally. However, the mobility of teeth loaded poorly or deficiently was even greater compared to teeth stressed excessively. Moreover, follow-up studies showed that tooth mobility decreases after removal of functional disorders of the masticatory system or an immobilisation of splinted teeth. An experimental trauma of the periodontal ligament also brings on an increased tooth mobility which decreases to the original values some days after the trial.